FOREWORD

The new 7th volume of the Scientific Proceedings of European Christian Acad-
emy takes us further into the complex circle of problems that social workers and super-
visors face in their day-to-day work with clients and promoting social changes, solving
problems in relationships, strengthening and activating people's inner resources. The
essence of social work is multifaceted, but it is called to soothe suffering caused by
structural oppression and inequality, as well as crisis in the client’s life.

Social work practice is, of course, branched and varied. However, every complex
system has its center. In our opinion, it is focused on the client's personality. Social
problems do not arise “on a cloud”, they do not come “down” for us to learn how to
solve them. No! The problems are generated by people themselves, many of them are
unprecedented, while others are millennia old. Why does God allow crises? How do
we know what is going on in people and how to respond to their needs?

It is much easier to assume that we help the client by “removing the problem
from the outside” - take him to sobriety treatment, to separate children from violent
families, provide the necessary financial support, etc. However, there is a danger of
oversimplifying the depth of social problems and consequences they cause. To reduce
this danger, social workers need anthropological knowledge.

The client seems to be in conflict with the problem, but he is unable to do that.
The problem is visible from outside, but behind every outwardly visible problem is a
faulty internal experience - the client tries to hide it from the eyes of others and does
not reflect on them. These problems arise from anthropological passions. But it is pre-
cisely this part of the client's soul that needs succesful case management. The existing,
visible part of the problem is explainable, it has causes and effects, which the social
worker takes as anthropological center of the problem. The problem cannot be solved
externally, because the root of it lays within the soul of a client. It requires proper
understanding of the duality of the problem and the client that is the golden principle
in Patristic anthropology. It indicates the possibilities of self-determination and self-
movement of the client's personality.

A social worker needs to acquire knowledge not only of culture and social anthro-
pology. Knowledge accumulated in the traditional Judeo-Christian perception of man
and Patristic and synergic anthropology is required. Studies at European Christian
Academy are oriented towards the acquisition of this knowledge.

Archetypes for the client-oriented social work with the “stranger, orphan, widow,
outcast” are given in the Five Books of Moses of the Old Testament, the Talmud. These
are knowledge about human personality and other epistemologically important areas
related to human understanding. This knowledge is further reflected in the anthropo-
logical texts of ancient Christian schools of Alexandria, Antioch and Cappadocia. For
example, I will mention only a few authors: John Chrysostomus (347-407), Theodoret
of Cyrus (393-457), Ephraim of Syria (306-379), Basil the Great (330-379), Gregory of
Nyssa (335-395) and others. The Eastern Orthodox Church developed practice of so-
cial service by use of concepts like "client", “client cities”, “reciprocity”, “solidarity”,
“justice”, “human dignity”, which are now embedded in Europe's unified personalized
respectful attitude towards the victim, towards the humiliated and excluded. These
concepts have been accepted into the social teaching of the Western Church (since the
19th century), the Social Doctrine of the Christian democracies of European countries
and European Commission organizations with which the European Christian Acad-
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emy closely cooperates - EZA (European Center for Workers' Questions), Semaines
Sociales de France, think tank IXE-group, IDC (International Diaconate Center), etc.

Knowledge about the other person is not a theoretical study. The revelation given
to the Jewish people was very practical. The early Church gave people understand-
ing of a new, better society, that is, how to restore human reciprocity in a world that
had already lost the concepts of “social responsibility” and “community”. According
to Basil the Great, a Cappadocian theologian of the fourth century and an outstand-
ing practitioner of Church life, man is “an animal in contact - not wild, but one that
does not love solitude”. What anthropological commonality is required in the attitude
towards the client? What is Truth and what is Mercy, why does the content of these
concepts work in any historical situation, in the life of any client?

The content of these active revelations may seem unnecessary if one does not
recognize that psychological knowledge alone cannot provide complete perception of
the client either in his personal or social existence, because it is separated from the
“mother”, from the knowledge of anthropology. Read “Remark” by prof. S. Glitmane
on the dominant status of the psychosocial approach and the holistic understanding of
the client in Patristic anthropology.

The content of the Proceedings is dedicated to the transformative possibilities of
anthropological knowledge (prof. S.Giitmane). G. Dislers writes about the sustainabil-
ity of this fundamental knowledge in two articles that analyze relationship between
personality and people, their history and land, and God in the Bible from the perspec-
tive of social reading, little known in Latvia.

The category of reciprocity as a protonorm for social service providers has been
updated by supervisor I. Kovalevska, graduate from ECA. We also are very pleased to
introduce graduates, supervisors [.Gusare and L.Kalnina for their logical involvement
in the research strategy of the Academy. Master in theology T.Freimanis is looking
for ways to enrich human perception from the perspective of the Eastern orthodox
Church despite the confessionally different approach to the discussed issues.

Aspects of methodological interdisciplinarity in social work research are dealt
with in articles by prof. S. Gitmane and N. Hark, but specific recommendations for
working with sexually abused children, as well as the possibility of supervision in
support of families are discussed by prof. K. Kiessling and supervisor 1. Gusare. Ar-
ticle by prof. L. Anuziene describes benefits from the spiritual leadership of organiza-
tions. For the first time in the Proceedings we have included a review of a conceptually
important publication, this time Z. Ozola gives overview of the book by J.C. Larchet
"Theology of Illness".

All articles present a cultural phenomenon of collective thinking and research, in
which, despite the individuality of each author, the principles and foundations of in-
novative anthropological thinking enters the globalized world and social work from a
distant repository of valuable knowledge. We at the Academy call it “innovation from
antiquity”. Anthropology is the “mother” of the European understanding of working
with the client, although in the course of history “daughters” (i.e. secular sciences, in-
cluding psychology) have forgotten their mother! Metaphorically speaking, we invite
the mother back into the room and put her in the place of honor.

You, the readers of this volume, be the judge of how well it has worked out.

Dr. philol., prof. Skaidrite Giitmane
Rector of European Christian Academy

6 European Christian Academy



PRIEKSVARDS

Jaunais Eiropas Kristigds Akad@mijas Zinatnisko Rakstu 7. s€jums ved
mis talak kompleksaja to problemu loka, ar kuram jasaskaras socialajiem
darbiniekiem un supervizoriem, ikdiena risinot galvenos uzdevumus darba ar
klientiem — veicinat socialas parmainas, risinat problémas cilvéku attiecibas,
stiprinat un aktivét cilvékos esosos sp&ka avotus. Uzlabot cilvékos dzivesspEku
un dzivotprieku! Visu nemaz nevar un nevajag uzskaitit, jo sociala darba biitiba ir
daudzskautnaina, bet ta sp&j remd&t cilvéku cieSanas, ko izraisa gan strukturala
apspiestiba un nevienlidziba, gan konkré&tas personas dzives krize.

Sociala darba prakse, protams, ir sazarota un daudzveidiga. Tom&r katrai
kompleksai sistémai ir centrs. Miisuprat, ta ir fokus€sanas uz klienta personibu.
Tas tapéc, ka socialas problemas nerodas “uz makonisa”, tas nenonak “leja”, lai
més macitos tas parvarét un risinat. Né! Problémas gener€ pasi cilvéki, daudzas no
tam ir vél nebijusas, bet citas ir jau tiikstoSgadigas. Kapeéc Dievs pielauj krizes? Ka
lai m&s zinam, kas notiek cilvékos un ka atsaukties uz vinu vajadzibam?

Daudz vieglak ir domat, ka més palidzam klientam, ja “no arpuses atcelam
problému” —nododam vinu arstéties no alkoholisma, Skiram b&rnus no vardarbigam
gimeném, pieskiram nepiecie$amos pabalstus utt. Tomér $aja gadijuma pastav
bistamiba vienkarSot socialas problémas dzilumu un to izraisitas sekas. Lai
reducétu $o bistamibu, ir nepiecieSsamas antropologiskas zinasanas par cilvéku.

Klients ir it ka konflikta ar problému, kas vinam jarisina, bet vin$ to nespg;j.
No arpuses problému redz visi — socialais darbinieks, gimene, visi. Bet ir iek$gjie
pardzivojumi, tos klients visiem sp&kiem censas apslépt no citu acim un par tiem
nereflekte. Tas ir antropologisko kaislibu izraisitas problémas pasa klienta. Bet
tiesi So klienta dv@seles dalu vajag aktualiz€t, lai socialais darbs ar gadijumu nestu
rezultatu. EsoSajai, redzamajai problémas dalai ir c€loni, kurus apzinot, socialais
darbinieks ierauga problemas antropologisko centru, c€lonu un seku virkni. Aré&ji
problému nevar atrisinat, jo problémas sakne ir klienta dvéselé. Tie$i problémas
dualitates izpratne, klienta ka dualas personibas izpratne ir tas zelta princips
patristiskaja antropologija, kas norada uz klienta personibas pasnoteikSanas,
paskustibas iesp&jam.

Socialajam darbiniekam ir jaiegiist ne tikai kulttiras un socialas antropologijas
zinasanas vien, ar tam vien blis par maz. Ir nepiecieSamas zinasanas, kas uzkratas
judu-kristieSu tradicija par cilvéku un patristiskaja un sinergiskaja antropologija.
Uz $o zinaSanu apguvi orient€ studijas Eiropas Kristigaja Akademija.

Uz klientu orientéta sociala darba koncepcijas arhetipus darbam ar
“svesinieku, bareni, atraitni, izstumto” mums ir atstajusas Vecas Deribas Piecas
Mozus gramatas, Talmuds. Tas ir zinaSanas par cilvéka personibu un citas ar cilvéka
izpratni saistitas epistemologiski svarigas jomas. Sis zina§anas talak atspogulotas
senas Aleksandrijas, Antiohijas un Kapadokijas skolas antropologiskajos
tekstos. Piem@ram min&Su vien dazus autorus: Janis Zeltamute (347-407), Kiras
Teodoréts (393-457), Sirijas Efraims (306-379), Bazilejs Lielais (330-379), Nisas
Gregors (335-395 un citi. TieSi Austrumu Baznicas socialas kalpoSanas prakse
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tika izstradati jédzieni “klients”, “klientu pils€tas”, “savstarpiba”, “solidaritate”,
“taisnigums”, “cilvéka ciena”, kas tagad iegtilusi Eiropas vienotaja personaliz&taja
cienas attiecksme pret cietéju, pret pazemoto un izstumto. Sie jédzieni ir uznemti

Rietumu Baznicas socialaja maciba (kop$ 19. gadsimta), Eiropas valstu kristigas
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demokratijas Socialaja Doktrina un tradicija, kas turpinas tadu Eiropas Komisijas
organizaciju darba, ar kuram Eiropas Kristigd Akadémija ciesi sadarbojas — EZA
(Eiropas Centrs Stradajoso Jautajumos), Semaines Sociales de France, domnica
IXE-group (Initiatives fof Christians in Europe), IDC (Starptautiskais Diakonata
Centrs) u.c.

Zinasanas par otru cilvéku nav teoretiska maciba. Jidu tautai dota atklasme
par cilveéka un Dieva attiecibam bija loti praktiska. Agrina Baznica deva cilvékiem
pavisam praktisku izpratni par jaunu, labaku sabiedribu, proti, ka atjaunot
cilveku savstarpibu pasaulé, kas jau toreiz bija pazaudg&jusi jédzienus “sociala
atbildiba” un “kopiba”. Ceturta gadsimta Kapadokijas teologa un izcila Baznicas
dzives praktika Bazileja Liela skatijuma cilvéks ir “saskarsmé eso$s dzivnieks
— ne jau mezonigs, bet tads, kas nemil vientulibu”. Kada antropologiska kopiba
nepiecieSama attiecksmé pret klientu? Kas ir Patiesiba un kas ir z€lsirdiba, kapéc
So jeédzienu saturs darbojas jebkura vésturiskaja situacija, ikviena klienta dzive?

So it ka aktivo atklasmju un zinasanu saturs var $kist nevajadzigs, ja nezina,
ka psihologijas zinasanas vien nespg&j sniegt pilnigako izpratni par klientu ne
vina personiskaja, ne socialaja esamiba, jo atraujas no “mates”, no antropologijas
zinasanam. Par to lasiet prof. Skaidrites Giitmanes “Piebildé” par psihosocialas
pieejas domingjoso statusu un klienta holistisko izpratni patristiskaja antropologija.

Krajums ir veltits antropologisko zinasanu transform&josam, klienta dvésele
eso$o dzivibas speku un resursu iesp&jam (prof. S. Gatmane). So fundamentalo
zinasanu ilgtsp&jibu G.Dislers analizé no Latvija mazpazistamas Bibeles sociala
lastjuma perspektivas.

Savstarpibas kategoriju ka protonormu socialo pakalpojumu sniedz&jiem
aktualizéjusi EKrA absolvente, supervziore I.Kovalevska. Ipass prieks arl par
EKrA absolventém, supervizorém [.Gusari un L.Kalninu, ka ari par teologijas
magistra T.Freimana logisko ieklauSanos augstskolas pétnieciskaja tratégija,
neraugoties uz konfesionali atSkirigo pieeju. Priec€, ka autors meklg iespéjas, ka
cilveka uztveri bagatinat ar Austrumu ortodoksalas Baznicas perspektivu.

Metodologiskas starpdisciplinaritates aspektiem sociala darba p&tnieciba
veltiti prof. S.Giitmanes, N.Harka raksti, bet konkréti ieteikumi darba ar seksuali
izmantotiem bérniem, ka arT ar supervizijas iesp&jas gimenu atbalsta apliikoti prof.
K.Kislinga un supervizores [.Gusares rakstos. Krajumu noslédz prof. L.AnuZienes
raksts par organizaciju garigo vadibu. Pirmo reizi $aja krajuma esam ievietojusi
kadas konceptuali nozimigas publikacijas apskatu, Soreiz — Z.Ozola par Z.K.Lar$é
“Slimibas teologiju”.

Visi krajuma ievietotie raksti piedava kolektivas domasanas un pé&tniecibas
kultarfenomenu, kura, neskatoties uz katra autora individualitati, atklajas principi
un pamati tam inovativas antropologiskas domasanas virzienam, kas globalizétaja
pasaulé un socialaja darba ienak no talas vertigu zinasanu kratuves. Akadémija
més to saucam par “inovaciju no senatnes”. Antropologija ir mate eiropeiskajai
izpratnei par darbu ar klientu. Tas nekas, ka vestures gaitd meitas (t.s. sekularas
zinatnes, arl psihologija) ir mati aizmirsuSas! Metaforiski rundjot, més mati
ievedam atpakal istaba un sédinam goda vieta.

Par to, cik labi tas ir izdevies, spriediet jus, Krajuma lasitaji!

Dr. philol., prof. Skaidrite Giitmane

Eiropas Kristigas akadémijas rektore
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