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Latvijas Kristigas akadeémijas pirmais Zinatnisko rakstu krajums apkopo
Riga notikusas starptautiskas zinatniskas konferences “Kristigas augstakas izglitibas
Stratégija: pieredze un perspektivas Latvija” materialus. Konference, kas notika 2005.
gada 12. maija, bija veltita kristigas augstskolas pirmo divpadsmit maceklibas darba

gadu svinibam.

Labakais veids, ka svinét svétkus, ir ieligt domubiedrus un kolggus, kopa
atskatities uz paveikto, teorétiski visparinat iegiito pieredzi un pardomat kristigas
izglitibas darba jégu un attaisnojumu modernaja patérétaju sabiedriba. Saja izglitibas
specialistu tematiski vienotaja kopkrajuma nav runa par kadu specialu “kristigo”
pedagogiju, kas butu tikai daziem izredz&tajiem saprotama, bet citiem nevajadzigs
pielikums tirgus sabiedribas interesém, bet pec biitibas par Eiropas klasisko izglitibu
tas vesturiskaja tela un izskata — par izglitibas tradiciju, kas kadreiz bijusi eiropiesa
kultirizskata pamata, kadreiz Eiropa domingjosa, briva un autonoma. Sodienas
daudzveidigaja izglitibas spektra der atgadinat, ka kristiga izglitiba — ta ir Eiropas
klasiska bazes izglitiba, no kuras vélak, seviski Apgaismibas laikmeta, atdalijas un
attistijas citu nozaru studijas. Kristigas akadeémijas koncepcija ir versta uz §T mantojuma
iedzivinaSanu un saglabasanu. V&l vairak — sava simboliskaja jubileja pulcinot
domubiedrus, mérkis ir arT apvienot kopiga kristigas augstakas izglitibas stratégija
ieinteresetus spekus no dazadam valstim.

Kristigas augstakas izglitibas tradicijai ir savi nerakstiti, neformali, tomer stingri
likumi, kas ir respekteti arT $o Rakstu kartojuma logika. Pirmais no tiem ir kristigas
izglitibas vesturiskums. To lasitajs atradis ikviena no Rakstos publicétajiem referatiem.
Ievérojiet — neviens kristigas izglitibas stratégis neiesak ar savu atzinu nostadisanu
centra, bet ar Baznicas t€vu apskaidribu, tadgjadi pasvitrojot savu kopibas izjitu ar
viniem kristigas izglitibas izpratn&. Runat par kristigas izglitibas moderno stratégiju,
atmetot Baznicas Tradiciju, nebiitu nedz akadémiski, nedz nopietni. Kontinuitate $aja
joma ir viens no butiskakajiem kriterijiem.

Otrs, ne mazak stingrs likums ir akadémiska specialista personiska pieredze
Baznica un saistiba ar Baznicu. Kristigaja izglitiba nav tikai “macibspeks un students”,
tur vél, rungjot Marinas Cvetajevas vardiem, ir “miZigais tresais milestiba”, proti,
Baznica. Baznicas pieredze izslédz subjektivu patvalu un morales relativismu, kas
kristigaja pedagogija nav vélama.
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TreSais likums — autoru pieverSanas pardomam par metodi — ka likoties
no teologisku kritériju lenkiem uz pedagogijas jautdgjumiem starpdisciplinari un
integrativi.

Akademiska balss un ticibas balss, apvienotas viena cilvéka, kuru reiz€m sauc
par docentu, citreiz par profesoru, bet vl citreiz vienkarsi par macibsp&ku — vai tas ir
iesp&jams? Tas misdienas ir biezi uzdots jautajums, uz ko ikdiena praktiski jaatbild art
Latvijas Kristigas akad@mijas kolektivam. Krajuma apkopoto referatu autori piedava
atbildi: tas ir iesp&jams, tacu ieverojot vienu nosacijumu — ja tiek atrastas pareizas
attiecibas starp trim elementiem — p&tniecisko darbu, Raditaju un Baznicu. So attiecibu
saturs ir noslépumains, tacu pedagoga atklasmes balss sp&j parsteigt, paradoksali — ar
savu nemaz ne tik viegli izskaidrojamo un verbaliz&jamo parliecibu. Ta ir kristigas
ticibas klatbatnes lieciba. So balsi var pazit péc parliecibas, un nebiis skali teikts:
kristigas izglitibas $tratégis zina, ka studentam jatop par to, kas vin§ sakotngji ir bijis
— Raditaja Dieva iemiléta darglieta.

LKrA Rakstu krajuma kompozicionala logika lasitaju ieved horizontala
skatfjuma no Eiropas Savienibas konteksta modernaja izglitiba pie kristigas izglitibas
kvalitates atslégas, kas ir atbilstoSas metodes izpratne un izvéle. Talak ta noved pie
garigas augsétskolas ka kultiiras péctecibas instrumenta. Sadai augstskolai ieradama
goda vieta Eiropas humanitaras kultiiras p&ctecibas nodrosinasana.

Krajumu ievada profesora, Latvijas Rektoru padomes generalsekretara A.
Rauhvargera raksts “Attistiba Eiropas Augstakas izglitibas telpas veidosana”. Profesors
ir Bolonas procesa starptautiskas darba grupas loceklis, tapec raksts sniedz diskusiju
pieredzes un teoretiski visparinoSu atzinu kopumu par Eiropas augstakas izglitibas
prioritateém. Taja analiz&ts korporativas domas ieguldijums, ko Eiropas izglitibas telpa
ienesis Berlines komuniké (2003), Eiropas valstu izglitibas ministru tikSanas Bergena
(2005), Bolonas procesa starptautiskas ricibas programma (2003-2005).

Krajuma veidotdji uzskata, ka kristigas izglitibas un kvalitates strat€giju
nevajadzetu noskirt no Eiropas standartiem un vadlinijam kvalitates nodrosinasanai,
gradu un studiju atzisanai Eiropas augstakas izglitibas telpa.

Akadeémike, tagad izglitibas un zinatnes ministre B. Rivza raksta “Portera
Piecu speku modelis augstakaja izglitiba” piedava tautsaimnieciba plasi pazistamu
modeli pielagot izglitibas iestades konkur&tsp&jas analizei. Raksts sasaucas ar Eiropas
kultoras un makslas akademijas rektora, starptautiskas kristigo makslinieku asociacijas
priekssédetaja L. la Rivjéra uzrunu konference: “Studgjosie jasagatavo strauji mainigai
sabiedribai, jasagatavo par elastigiem, konkur&tspgjigiem darbiniekiem, kuri ir radosi,
sp&jigi uz iniciativu. Eiropas Savienibas Lisabonas samits, Bolonas process, Balta un
Zala gramatas prasa izmainas, radoso pieeju uz miizigo veértibu pamata.”

Vairaku autoru raksti ir veltiti kristigas augstakas izglitibas metodes problémai.
S. Gitmane, K. Kislings, V. Bells, A. Diosanu, A. Sabelniks, J. N. V&j§ katrs no
savas perspektivas risina domu par to, ka caur noteiktiem klasiskiem teologiskiem,
filosofiskiem u.c. kristigas kultliras identitates standartiem sameklét teologijas ka
dieviska noslépuma glabatajas zinatnes dialoga iesp&jas ar profanajam zinatném, ka
empiriskas pieredzes un pétijuma rezultatus (prof. K. Kislings, P. Valka) analiz&t no
hermeneitikas pozicijam.

“Augstskola ir kultiras p&ctecibas instruments. Stud€t universitateé nozimé
ieaugt noteikta tradicija,” saka rumanis A. DioSans. Misdienu universitate ir tadas
kultoras parmantosanas Iidzeklis Eiropas pagurusaja sabiedr1ba, kas nakusi klaja ar tezi
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par “Dieva navi”. Kristigas augstskolas un izglitibas stratégijas pamata lickama atzina
par cilvéka apzinas pievérsanos dieviskajam dzivibas pamatam — Kristum (griekiski
$o procesu sauc metanoia). ST stratégija skata cilveku ka parveidoties sp&jigu bitni.
Parcelot pedagogijas strategijas valoda — ta prasa tada prata attistibu, kur netiek $kirta
svétuma izpratne no intelektualas atzinas un kritiskas akadémiskas domasanas.

Pateicos visiem krajuma autoriem par darbu pie referatu sagatavosSanas
public€Sanai, pateicos liturgam A. Selickim par lasttajiem sniegto iesp&ju kaut nedaudz
iejusties konferences noskapa. Krajuma ieklauta Akad@mijas sv&tku Pateicibas
dievkalpojuma notis un garigo dziedajumu teksti.

Ipasa pateiciba Visaugstisvétitajam Rigas un visas Latvijas Metropolitam
Aleksandram par svétibu konferencei un davinato Rigas un Latvijas Arhibiskapa
svetitajmocekla Jana (Pommera) ikonu, kuru pasniedza Latvijas Pareizticigas Baznicas
virspriesteris Aleksandrs Nagla, kur§ arT teica atklaSanas uzrunu. Pateiciba Romas —
katolu Baznicas Rigas metropolijas arhibiskapam — metropolitam Janim Kardinalam
Pujatam par uzrunu un ligsanu, atklajot konferenci.

Lai arT jiis pavada prieks un Dieva klatbtitne, lasot $o krajumul!
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Asoc. profesore Skaidrite Giitmane,

Latvijas Kristigas akadémijas rektore

Akadémijas himna

(Andreja Eglisa vardi, Talivalza Kenina mizika)

Miuzam celams, miizam celams
Lauzu dv@s’les Dieva nams.
Miuzam steidzams, nepabeidzams,
Reizém liekas neuzcelams,
Miuzam celams Dieva nams.

Pari tumsam, pari naidam,
Celams dvés’lés Dieva nams.
Visiem verams, neaptverams,
Reizém liekas neuzcelams,
Miizam celams Dieva nams.
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Preface

The first Proceedings of the Latvian Christian Academy summarizes the articles
presented at the International Scientific Conference: Strategy of Christian Higher
Education: Experience and Perspectives in Latvia, held in Riga, May 12-13, 2005. The
conference celebrated the twelfth anniversary of the Latvian Christian Academy, the
first twelve years of discipleship.

The best way to celebrate an event is to invite colleagues and friends who share
similar views and goals to recollect past achievements, to share the mutual acquired
experiences, and to contemplate the meaning and purpose of Christian education in the
modern-day society of consumerism. This thematically-unified compilation of specialists
in education will not focus on some special “Christian” pedagogy understandable by a
few chosen people and for others being as unnecessary addition of the interests of market-
oriented society. By design this compilation speaks of European classical education in
its historical shape and image, e.g., the tradition of education that was, in the past, the
foundation of the cultural image of Europeans — dominant, free and autonomous. In the
modern-day diverse spectrum of education it is worth noting that Christian education
originally was included in the classical model of education of Europe. This earlier
model of education later separated and developed other branches of study during and
following the Age of Enlightenment. The concept of the Christian Academy is directed
towards the embodying and maintaining of this heritage. Furthermore, by gathering
people who share our views, our goal is to assemble concerned people from different
countries to form one joint strategy for Christian higher education.

The tradition of Christian higher education has its own unwritten, informal,
but solid laws that are respected in the logic involved in setting these Proceedings.
The first law is the historicity of Christian education. A careful reader will find it in
every article published in the Proceedings. You will note that not a single strategist of
Christian education starts with his or her own ideas as the centre of observation, but
rather with the epiphany and intelligibility of the Holy Fathers, thus emphasizing unity
with them in the understanding of Christian education. To speak of a modern strategy
of Christian education with the abandonment of the traditions of the Church would be
neither academic nor Christian. Continuity in this direction is one of the most essential
criteria.

The second, but no less important, law is the personal experience of an academic
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specialist in the Church and in connection with the Church. In Christian education there
is not only “academic staff and student” but there is also a third component that Russian
poetess Marina Tsvetayeva calls “the eternal third in love”, namely, the Church. The
experience of the Church eliminates subjective arbitrariness and moral relativism that
should not be welcomed in Christian pedagogy.

The third law is the authors’ contemplation on method, namely — how to observe
pedagogical questions from the viewpoint of theological criteria in an interdisciplinary
and integrative way.

A question often asked by the staff of the Latvian Christian Academy and others
is, “Can in one person, whether his or her title be assistant professor, professor, or
academic staff member, be both — an academic voice and voice of a believer at the same
time? The authors compiled in the Proceedings do give an answer to this question: it
is possible with one condition, that is, if one finds the correct relationships between
three elements — academic research, the Creator, and the Church. The essence of these
relationships is mysterious in character, but the voice of revelation of an educator
can amaze, in a paradoxical way, with his not at all so easy explainable conviction.
This is the witness of the presence of Christian faith. This voice can be recognized by
conviction and the following cannot be over-emphasized: the strategist of Christian
education knows that student should become the one he has been originally — a favorite
precious stone of God the Creator.

The compositional logics of the Proceedings of Latvian Christian Academy leads
the reader from the context of modern education of the European Union to the key of
quality of Christian education, namely — an understanding and choice of appropriate
and adequate method. Further, it leads to a spiritual institution of higher education
as the tool for cultural continuity and succession. This type of institution of higher
education should be given a place of honor in providing the continuity of European
humanitarian culture.

The Proceedings starts with the article “Developments of the European Higher
Education Area” by the Secretary General of the Latvian Rectors’ Council, professor A.
Rauhvargers and O. Dementjeva. Professor Rauhvargers, a member of the International
Bologna Follow-up Group, gives an overall summary of discussions and theoretically
generalized ideas on priorities of European higher education. This article analyzes
the investment of corporative thought that is being brought to the European higher
education area by the Berlin Communiqué (2003), the meeting of European ministers
responsible for higher education in Bergen (2005), and by international action program
of Bologna process (2003-2005).

The compilers of the Proceedings believe that the strategy and quality for Christian
education should not be separated from European standards and guidelines of quality
assurance in order to have the recognition of degrees and studies in the European higher
education area.

Ms. Baiba Rivza, Academician, and now currently the minister of science and
education in Latvia, in her article “Porter’s Five Forces Model in Higher Education”
proposes to apply a well-known model used in the national economy for a competitiveness
assessment of an institution of higher education. The article relates to the speech given
by Leen La Riviére, Rector of European Academy for Culture & the Arts and Chairman
of the International Association of Christian Artists: “Students must be prepared for
a fast changing society, full of flexworkers, being very creative and innovative. The
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White and Green books of the Lisboa-summit of the EU are asking to make changes in
curriculum and approach on the basis of the eternal Christian values.”

Several articles in the Proceedings are dedicated to the problematics of a method
of Christian higher education. S. Gutmane, K. Kiefling, W. Bell, A. Diosan, A.
Shabelnick, J. N. Vgjs, each from his or her own perspective, address the idea of how,
through specific classical theological, philosophical and other standards of identity, to
find possibilities of a dialogue between the science of theology as the keeper of divine
mystery and secular sciences; how to analyze the results of empirical experience and
research (prof. K. Kiepling, P. Valk) from the positions of hermeneutics.

“The university is the place of cultural transmission. Studying in a university
presupposes the assuming of a certain tradition to stand on. The present day university
is the vehicle of the memory of the weary culture of Europe which has claimed ‘the
death of God’,” says the Romanian A. Diosan. The foundation of a strategy for Christian
university and education is the idea of the conversion of a human consciousness to
the divine foundation of life — to Christ (in Greek this process is called metanoia).
This strategy sees a person as a being who is a candidate for transformation. Putting
strategies of pedagogy in a language, it asks for such a development of a reason where
the understanding of holiness is not disjointed from intellectual cognition and critical
academic reasoning.

I am thankful to all the authors of Proceedings for their work in preparing their
articles for publishing. I express my gratitude to liturgist A. Selickis for giving our
readers the opportunity to enter into the spirit of the atmosphere of conference. The
notation and the chant texts of Thanksgiving service of the Academy’s celebrations are
included in Proceedings.

I express sincere and special gratitude to the Most Reverend Metropolitan
Alexander of Riga and all Latvia for the blessing of the conference and the presented
icon of Hieromartyr John of Riga, Archbishop of Riga and Latvia, that was handed over
by Archpriest of Latvian Orthodox Church Aleksandrs Nagla who also delivered the
inaugural speech. Special gratitude to His Eminence Janis Cardinal Pujats, Archbishop-
Metropolitan of Riga of the Roman Catholic Church in Latvia for his speech and prayer
at the opening of conference.

May joy and God’s presence attend you while reading Proceedings!
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Associated professor Skaidrite Giitmane,
The Rector of Latvian Christian Academy
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